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QUESTION ONE  
 

BILL is nominated for best actor at the annual Movie Awards for his role in a block-buster movie 
of the year. BILL attends the event with his wife PEDA. PEDA is also a famous actress. The 
couple sits at a table close-up to the stage. 

The host of the Movie Awards is DOCK, who is a comedian with a lot of stand-up jokes. DOCK 
is known to “pick” on members of the audience during his performances which is customary 
practice for many comedians to do. At the Movie Awards, DOCK takes the stage and first picks 
on another celebrity star couple also nominated for awards. DOCK then turns his attention onto 
BILL and PEDA. In his dialogue, DOCK states: 

“Wow, PEDA. Great look. Cannot believe that you did not get the role in G.I. Jane 2” referring to 
a movie where the main actress of that movie has a shaved head. PEDA has her hair 
completely shaved due to a yet undisclosed medical condition that causes her to lose her 
natural hair. PEDA rolls her eyes at this remark. BILL, however, becomes extremely agitated 
and he strolls up onto the stage and slaps DOCK in the face with his hand. Stunned, all DOCK 
can say was “Whoa.” 

The next morning the STAR, a local Hollywood newspaper, runs a photo of PEDA with a news 
story that reads: “Despite the bald look, PEDA may lose out role of G.I. Jane 2 to Brittney 
Spears.” No plans for any G.I. Jane 2 movie have even been in the works by any movie 
producer or studio. Since the news story, PEDA has not received any new movie offers for six 
months. 

Before the Movie Awards show, DOCK had known the true nature of PEDA’s medical condition 
because they both share the same hairdresser. DOCK seizes on his moment of fame after the 
show and decides to launch a line of a new hair products with PEDA’s photo on the front of the 
bottles that he markets under the name:   
“WHOA – SLAP IT ON!”   
 
Discuss: 

1. DOCK v. BILL 
2. PEDA v. STAR 
3. PEDA v. DOCK 

 

DO NOT DISCUSS NEGLIGENCE OR INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL 
DISTRESS. 

**** 
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QUESTION TWO  
 
 

DUFFY’S specializes in novelty items and gifts for St. Patrick’s Day. This year they developed a 
product called “The Flasher” that is a bowler-type hat. The hat has two holders on either side of 
where beverages can be attached. A connected straw to the holders allows the wearer to sip 
the beverages at the same time. While the wearer sips the drinks, multiple green LED lights 
(light emitting) embedded in the hat flash. The faster the hat wearer sips, the more frequently 
the lights will flash. 

On the inside of the hat brim of “The Flasher” is the following label: 

ALL BEVERAGES SHOULD BE SECURELY FASTENED IN THE HOLDERS. 
REMOVE HAT IN CASE OF MALFUNCTION. 

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBILY 

PATRICK buys “The Flasher” when he is shopping in a grocery store and shortly thereafter, he 
heads directly to an Irish pub with his new hat. As soon as he enters the pub, PATRICK orders 
two Guinness beers in cans and places them in the hat’s holders. As PATRICK sips the beers, 
the green lights flash.  

The patrons of the pub cheer PATRICK on and begin to buy him more cans of beer and shots of 
whiskey. Soon PATRICK becomes very intoxicated. The whiskey spills out from the top of the 
glasses in the holders and drips down across the hat. The electrical wiring from the LED lights 
starts to short-circuit and smoke. The patrons yell at PATRICK that he is “on fire” while laughing 
at him and pointing to his hat. PATRICK glances at himself in the mirror behind the bar but does 
not remove the hat. 

Minutes later, the wires corrode and send electrical current onto PATRICK’s head. PATRICK 
suffers severe electrical burns to his scalp and forehead and is taken to the hospital. 

“The Flasher” was produced with 50 embedded green LED lights. DUFFY’S chose LED lights 
that were water resistant but not highly insulated at a cost of 10 cents per light from an overseas 
distributor. Better insulated LED lights were available at 20 cents per light, but they were not 
entirely waterproof. “The Flasher” was marketed at a cost of $19.99 for quick sale leading up to 
the St. Patrick’s Day holiday. 

PATRICK sues DUFFY’s for his injuries. 
 

PLEASE DISCUSS ALL THEORIES OF PRODUCTS LIABILITY THAT PATRICK CAN 
BRING AGAINST DUFFY’S ALONG WITH DUFFY’S DEFENSES. 

***** 
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QUESTION THREE  
 

 

For the past ten years, PAM lived next to DARLA in a semi-affluent neighborhood. While their 
respective properties were each on an acre, the position of their homes were stacked with 
DARLA living directly above PAM. 

PAM had at least two Labrador dogs. Recently, a third and fourth Labrador dog was acquired by 
DARLA. The four dogs began to bark for hours at a time. The sound resonated inside PAM’s 
home in every room. PAM reaches out to DARLA who assures her she will take care of the 
barking. However, the barking continues including the middle of the night at hours such 3 a.m. 
Repeated attempts to ask DARLA to do something about the dogs’ barking fails. As such, PAM 
files a complaint with the Homeowner’s Association (HOA). The HOA meets with DARLA, and 
they agree to have her put barking collars on the dogs. 

The barking continues and a fifth dog (a rescued stray) are added to the dogs at DARLA’s 
house. PAM can see that no barking collars are placed on the dogs. PAM begins to experience 
extreme stress along with lack of sleep due to the constant barking. She repeatedly contacts the 
HOA and is met with resistance from DARLA. The barking continues for months. 

PAM then receives a letter from the HOA that shows a photograph of PAM’s back patio. In that 
photo are PAM’s three pet ducks. Along with the photo is a complaint from the HOA that 
keeping ducks is a violation of HOA rules. The photo also captures a private view of PAM’s 
backyard including her personal bedroom balcony and windows. The photo could only have 
been taken from the very edge of PAM’s property. DARLA is the only adjoining neighbor with 
access to that view. PAM feels extremely violated and angry, and she immediately contacts the 
HOA with demands that they tell her who had taken the photo. The HOA refuses to disclose 
their source and PAM develops panic attacks at the prospect of possible intruders in her 
backyard. 

After more than of a month, PAM contacts DARLA, who admits to taking the photo of the ducks. 
PAM is forced to relocate her pet ducks, but DARLA’s dogs continue to bark. PAM feels spies 
on and is now uncomfortable in her back yard.  

In the HOA monthly newsletter sent to all the homeowners, the HOA prints the photo of PAM’s 
ducks and back yard that DARLA had taken. In the caption at the bottom, it reads: 

“Don’t be a quack, keep ducks and other fowl intruders out of your yard.” 

 



Discuss:  1. PAM v. DARLA 
2. PAM v. HOA 
 
DO NOT DISCUSS NEGLIGENCE OR DEFAMATION. 

 
 

***** 
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TORT QUESTION #1 SPRING 2022   ID#__________ 
PAM v. DARLA & HOA 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      PAM v. DARLA 
 

I. NUISANCE (substantial interference with use and enjoyment of property) 
and all Defenses:  
 
25 POINTS=FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 
15 POINTS=PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 

 

II.  INVASION OF PRIVACY 
FOR INTRUSION INTO SECLUSION (privilege & consent) 

 
25 POINTS=FULL DISCUSSION      _________ 
15 POINTS=PARTIAL DISCUSSION      _________ 

 

III. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
Including defenses of consent and necessity 

 
10 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 

  5  POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 
     
      PAM v. HOA 

IV. INVASION OF PRIVACY 
FOR FALSE LIGHT (privilege and consent) 
 
20  POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________  
10  POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 
 

V. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
 

10  POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________  
5    POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 
 
 

 

TOTAL SCORE:.…………………………………………………..... _________ 
 
 

 
 

EXAM PRESENTATION (TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE = 10) 
 
      Poor    Excellent 
 
NEATNESS/ORGANIZATION  0    1    2    3    4   5  ____________ 
 
LAWYER-LIKE    0    1    2    3    4   5  ____________ 

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES (TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE = 90) 
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TORT QUESTION #2 SPRING 2022  ID#__________ 
PATRICK v. DUFFY’S TOYS & DUNCANS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      PATRICK v. DUFFY’S TOYS 
 
 

I. STRICT PRODUCT LIABILITY 
 

20 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION                                                                     __________ 
10 POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION       __________ 

     
II. NEGLIGENCE in Products Liability 

 
20 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 
10 POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION       __________ 

 
III. WARRANTY (Express & Implied) 

 
20 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 
10 POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 

 
    PATRICK v. DUNCANS 
 

IV. NEGLIGENCE  
(Duty, Breach, Causation, Damages and Defenses) 

 
20 PONTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 
10 POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 

 
V. VICARIOUS LIABLITY  

 
10 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      ___________ 
5 POINTS =   PARTIAL DISCUSSION      ___________ 

 
 

TOTAL SCORE:.…………………………………………………….. _________ 

 
 

EXAM PRESENTATION (TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE = 10) 
 
      Poor    Excellent 
 
NEATNESS/ORGANIZATION  0    1    2    3    4   5  ____________ 
 
LAWYER-LIKE    0    1    2    3    4   5  ____________ 

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES (TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE = 90) 



Prof. B. Soukup 
 

TORT QUESTION #3 SPRING 2022   ID#__________ 
ROCK v. SMITH & 

CADA v. ROCK, & STAR NEWSPAPER 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      ROCK v. SMITH  
 

I. BATTERY (INTENTIONAL TORT AND DEFENSES) 
 

10 POINTS=FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 
 5  POINTS=PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 

         
CADA v. ROCK 

 
II.  DEFAMATION (PUBLIC FIGURE 1ST AMENDMENT, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CONCERN 

& DEFENSES) 
 

20 POINTS=FULL DISCUSSION      _________ 
10 POINTS=PARTIAL DISCUSSION      _________ 

 
III. INVASION OF PRIVACY  

FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF PRIVATE EMBARASSING FACTS 
 

20 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      __________ 
10 POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      __________ 

    
 

IV. INVASION OF PRIVACY 
FOR COMMERCIAL MISAPPROPRIATION OF NAME AND/OR LIKENESS 
 
20 POINTS = FULL DISCUSSION      ___________ 
10 POINTS = PARTIAL DISCUSSION      ___________ 
 

CADA v. STAR NEWSPAPER 
 

V. DEFAMATION (PUBLIC FIGURE 1ST AMENDMENT, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CONCERN 
& DEFENSES) 

 
20 POINTS=FULL DISCUSSION      _________ 
10 POINTS=PARTIAL DISCUSSION      _________ 
 

    

TOTAL SCORE:.…………………………………………………..... _________ 
 

EXAM PRESENTATION (TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE = 10) 
 
      Poor    Excellent 
 
NEATNESS/ORGANIZATION  0    1    2    3    4   5  ____________ 
 
LAWYER-LIKE    0    1    2    3    4   5  ____________ 

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES (TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE = 90) 




















































